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INTRODUCTION. 


A N Officer, in travelling through.ſuch a country 
as FRANCE, is inſenſibly led to regard it with 

a military eye. The many fortified towns, and nu- 

merous garriſons, with the excellent regulations in 

their Military Eftabliſhment, are objects which cannot 

eſcape his attention. Although the following Obſer- 

vations may be thought rather ſuperficial, they have 
one advantage, that of being made upon the ſpot. 
Having had the honour of being in the ſuite of a 

Rov Al. PzxSON ACE, I could make uſe of my pencil 
without reſerve, under His Ausriczs—nay, ſo little 

did my inquiſitiveneſs offend M. de Gribeauval, who "= 
had the chief direction in the Annual Military | 
Practice at LA FRE, VerDuN, and Mrz, that he 
has more than once taken my memorandums book, 

and written with his own hand anſwers to my nu- 

merous querie.— no ſmall condeſcenſion in the Great 
Defender of $cuwszipnitz ! 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The following Letters were written to the late 
Lieutenant-General Harvey, Adjutant-General of 


if His MajesTy's Forces, during a Tour to the Con- 
tinent in the year 1775, being only part of a larger 

1 . . ; 

| work continued in 1776 and 1777, through Swas1a, 

's | | | | 2 5 

if the TI Rol, and ITALY. I long fince intended to have 

1 publiſhed the whole, with the numerous drawings 

| naturally connected with it—but have been hitherto 

1 ä * the . of the expence. | 

is 

[ l. _ 

1 -Acforure publication muſt e upon the re- 

i! ception ſuch a novel mode of travelling may meet 
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The LINE of COUNTRY PANE l. l 


following Os RRvVATIONs. iba 
Calais, 3 LowER PicARDY. 
St. Omer, ARrors. ö 
Mount Caſſel, 
Bergues, 
Dunkirk, 
Returned to Mount caſſel. 
Lille, FRENCH FLANDERS, 
St. Amand. 3 
Valenciennes. HAainAULT, 
Cambray, CAuRRAV. 


St. Quentin. 


La Fere. PicarDy. 
Laon, IsLE or FRANCE. 
Rheims. | 2 


5 Chaalons, 
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Chaalons, 


Clermont en Argonne. 


Verdun, 
Metz, 
Thionville. 


Lu xembourg, 


Returned to Metz, 
Nancy, 


Luneville. 


Saarbourg, 


Phaltzbourg, 


Saverne. 


Straſbourg. 


CHAMPAGNE, 


LORRAINE. 


Aus TRIAN DoMINIONS. 


Lox RAIN E. 
ALSACE, 
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E you, who are ſo well. 3 with ien 
hy ox, and its military eftabliſhments, my. curſory 1 
remarks muſt ſeem rather trivial: however, as you 
deſired me to communicate to you by letter, from 
time to time, ſuch obſervations as might prudently 
be committed to paper, I ſhall indulge myſelf in a 
taſk ſo pleaſing, as obeying your commands muſt ever 8 
. | 


Calais ſeems but indifferently built, and has Caran. 
rather an air of antiquity, The entrance of the har- 


bour is much confined by two long jetrees; lined with 
I | B pinks 


MILITARY OBSERVATIONS 


3 LETTER plank, as well as much incommoded by numerous 
| —ſand- banks. The ſtockaded forts, near low. water 
mark, are too ſmall to be of much uſe, and are alſo 
too high above the level of the water. The town 
| lies in a dead flat, ſome high ground appearing over 
| it at a conſiderable diſtance. There is a bold cape 
| or head of land to the Weſt, towards Bourtocnst ; but 
6 the downs, or ſand-hills, ſtretch far to the Eaſtward, 
in the line of GRAVEIINES. 

The fortifications of the town and citadel ſeem 
kept in but indifferent order. The Duc de Crois at 
preſent commands there, who is conſidered as a man 
8 of great military talents. The Marquis de Leu- 
Jacque was alſo there, on tour of duty, as inſpector- 
general. The preſent garriſon conſiſts of the regiment 
| Lionnois, four battalions ;. there being no cavalry, on 
| account of the ſcarcity of forage, This tegiment.is to 
be ſoon: formed into wa, each. compoſed. of two. bat 
talions :: one to. bear the former title Liannois, and. 
the other that. of D Maine. They are to leave this 
place, after: being inſpected. by the _— de Leu- 
Jacque. 
Some 2 are ſtationed there, as indeed in 


IN A TOUR THROUGH FRANCE, Xc. 


all the fortified towns; — a detachment of ar- LETTER 


a 
The neighbourhood of CALAIS bo a very barren 
alpee, though ſome parts are tolerably cultivated: 
The foil is light and ſandy; but ſome of the mea- 
dows have the appearance of being rather of a marſhy 
nature, from the many tufts of ruſhes and long graſs 
ſcattered over them. 'They, however, abound in 
black cattle, of a ſmall breed, and remarkably lean. 
The ſame kind of country continues towards 
Ars, a ſmall fortified town; however, the culti- 
vation begun to improve, and we ſoon diſcovered the 
effekts of induſtry, and labour, in fertile fields of 
almoſt every ſpecies of grain. Flax and hemp ſeem 
alſo particularly to thrive, as well as potatoes and 
tobacco. They generally dreſs their ground with 
lime, the ſoil being either ſandy, or a tough clay. 
Between the village La Recouſſe and Sr. OM are 
many quarries of chalk, or ſoft ſtone, which the na- 
tives make uſe of in building their houſes. It is at 
firſt ſo ſoft, as to be eaſily cut with a hatchet; but 
hardens into perfect ſtone, after being for ſome time 
expoſed to the air. The people, in general, are 
ſtrong, and active, but extremely hard-favoured. 
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Sr. Ouxx is pleaſantly fituated upon the river Aa. 
It is conſidered as the ſecond town in the province of 


Sr. Omzz, ArTOIs, Ihe ſtreets are ſtraight, and well-built, 


and of a ſufficient breadth—in every reſpect much 
ſuperior to CLAIs. The fortifications are certainly 
defective the curtaius being immoderately long, 


and the flanks of the baſtions uncommonty ſhort. 


The curtains are, Severe denn by ſmall circular 
projections, 

M. de La Motte is the preſent commandant ;. and 
the regiment de IN armandie, two battalions, n 
the garriſon. ̃ | 

The gate towards Mount Caffet is aid * a 
ſmall detached work, from whence a high raiſed cauſe- 


way is carried for a eonſiderable diſtance over ſome 


low watery meadows, which in a wet ſeaſon are. ge- 
nerally flooded. The want of trees and incloſures 
gives a great nakedneſs to the country. 


I have the honour to. be, &c. 


LETTER 
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SIR, n Dovenlx. 


a 
7 A 


Eeription of the fortifications of the towns, as well as 
affecting to play the critic. Plans of them may, 


indeed, be had, at every print-ſhop in Paxls 3 but as 


the ſtrength of every place depends, in a great mea- 
ſure, on its ſituation, my remarks chiefly, tepd, to 
that point. r 5 

From ST. Ox the ſame flat open country con- 
tinues towards MounT Casst ; in general welbcul- 
J tivated, but with few trees, and no incloſures. Near 
the village of Argue, we croſſed two ſmall branches 
of the river Aa, and ſoon after another ſtream; when 


1 obſerved the ground to become broken and irregu- 


lar, with much wood ſcattered along the ſkirts, of 
«WO! * | the 


has: will Aula at my giving you. a de- LETTER 


H. 
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LETTER the hill upon which Mount Caſſel is ſituated. This 


IT. 


MovnT 


CASSEL, 


BzxrGves. 


the upper part of the town, from whence 1 plainly 


hill forms a moſt pictureſque object, in the midft of 
1o level a country. The fades of it are very unequal, 


and moſtly covered With wood. We found the 
aſcent very ſteep. 


MounT CàsszL was once a place of ſome note, 
being built on a hill, in a moſt commanding fituation. 
At preſent, the fortifications are gone entirely to 


decay. The mound where the citadel ſtood, is at 


faw near thirty fortified cities. There is abundance 
of wood in the neighbourhood; and indeed nothing 


can be more rich and beautiful than the proſpect on 


every ſide, particularly French Flanders. No troops 


are ſtationed there. 


Although Duxxixk lay out of the intended route, 
I could not reſiſt my deſire to ſee a place about 


which I had heard and read ſo much. There is al- 
moſt a continued deſcent from MounT Casszs to 
'BzxGus, by a raiſed cauſeway, fkirted on each fide 


by trees and fields of corn, as well as fine rich mea- 
4 dows. 


CY 
17 j 
2 7 * 
: ; 


_, 2, -_ 


; 0 _— 
— W | —— _ - 

222 „% a P R———— 

„ © 4 * — - i — 2228 * o - 4 

- I" +» Q - us 

3 — — 2 — > Ga 8 1 _ R vw " 30 * i 7 a ey — 
2 * 
3 — * 5 "7 "us 7 - . 


IN A TOUR THROUGH” FRANCE, &. 


7 
o 


i 


dows, The town is well fortified; at preſent go- * 
n by * de Falliere. The — Dias: Lo. 

All the way Gia BxROUES to e the 

canal of Bxxduxs is kept cloſe upon the right, the 
road being a raiſed caufeway. The two ſmall ſquare 
forts: on the oppoſite fide of the canal; are chiefly +1 
depdey fer military lors. | There une fernj-boatwar: 1 
each, with ſtages for landing powder, ordnance; &c. | 
Fort Frangait has one ravelin on the fide. next the 
canal, with four ba//ions, and a ſtone revetement : the 
other, Fort Louis, has three ravelins, but none on 
the curtain towards the canal, and no revetement; 
with four baftions, as Fort Frangois. Many ſtore- 


houſes are built! in ec : + 
1 | 
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Duxxmx ſeems i but is very irregularly Donc mx. 
built. The fortifications are kept in indifferent 
order. Fort Riſban, on the right of the harbour, is 
quite deſtroyed, and now only a heap of rubbiſh, as. 
well as the citadel; though ſome houſes remain 
ſtanding in the latter. They are employed in con- 


kructing a large wooden ay, juſt n the ei- 
tadel,, | 


— — I 


8. 
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LETTER tadel,' for the convenience of merchant-ſhips. The 


II. 
— 


harbour ſeems choaked with mud. The canal of 


Furnes runs through the middle of the town into 
the lower harbour; but the canal of Bergues empties 
itſelf into the upper harbour, by a ſluice or flood- . 
gate. By this back - water, the harbour was formerly 
cleanſed; but as by treaty, it muſt be incapable of 
receiving large veſſels, the back- water is not only ne- 
glected, but the upper harbour is intirely diſmantled, 
and the ſtones it was lined with piled in heaps. 
There is a double draw- bridge over the canal of 
Bergues, near the flood-gate. A wooden bridge di- 
vides the upper and lower harbours; and there is an- 
other between the lower harbour and Raya Baſon, 
which formerly received ſhips of war. The latter is 
almoſt filled with mud, but the earth is prevented 
tumbling in, by a watling carried quite round it. The 
ſtones it was formerly lined with are piled up the 
ſame as at the upper harbour. On one ſide of the 
Royal Baſanm, is a row of cazernes, and ſtorehouſes 
on the other: the Royal Magazine is placed at the 
upper end. Great part of theſe buildings is let out 
as common ſtorehouſes: in the reſt, are great quan- 
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tities of old gun-carriages, &c. belonging to govern- LETTER 


M. , Chautl, 
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Mu laſt letter would acquaint you with 
the reaſon of a ſmall deviation from our propoſed 
route; but indeed, independent of my own curioſity, 
I remember you defired me to look into Dunx1R, if 
it ſhould at all lie in my way. Being quite alone in 
that little excurſion, I did not care to ſeem too in- 
quiſitive. By mere accident I fell into company 
with one of the officers of the garriſon, who ſeeing 
me in my uniform, very politely offered himſelf as 
my Cicerone. However, I was obliged to truſt to a 
retentive memory for the obſervations I ſent you. I 
well know you will make neceſſary allowances. 

I returned next day by BzreGues to MounT 
| Cas8EL, and found the country from thence to LiLLs 
very different from that I had already paſſed over—it 


18 
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$2 


P 


from the line of road. 
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is in general well cultivated; the wheat and other LETTER 


- be + 3 4 | ” «. 133 4 4 7 | — * III. ö 
grain in great luxuriancy; as alſo many incloſures, 


with much wood. The ſoil ſeems a light ſandy 
mould. Soon after deſcending from MounT CasszL, 
no height is to be ſeen, except a remarkable riſing 
upan the left, with a great many wind- mills. There 
is a beautiful little foreſt of oak at Flereren, running 
alſo to the left; and on the right, a long tract of 
wood, which is kept for many miles about a league 
Though Sz. Silveſtre Cap- 
ple, Fleteren, and Mertren, are but inconſiderable 
villages, yet they are clean, and neatly built. Bailleul 
is rather a ſmall town, on a gentle aſcent; but Ar. 


mentiere, upon the river Lis, is regularly fortified. 


The bridge appears to be lately erected. The river; 
which is broad and deep, runs in a' fine vale; and 
to the left, for above a mile, has ſo ſtraight a courſe, 
that it has all the effect of a magnificent canal. 
There is much wood ſentered over che wen in 
little dlumpe or gives. „ 1 mene 
The ſame fine e. country continues Yuile 


to atv almoſt perfectly level; the road good, and | 


1 on each fade with rows of trees. Upon the 


C 2 # whole, 
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MILITARY OBSERVATIONS: 
whole, I cannot help obſerving, Fzzncu Frantzes 
is one of the moſt plentiful oountries I have ever ſoœen. 
You muſt not be angry with me . | 
EnGLanD. © lb 123le oog bine 


Aten the 0 * II W is 
ſituated upon the river Deuie, in à flat extended 
bottom. It is large, and regularly built, with an air 
of elegance and neatneſs I have not hitherto met 
with in this country. The fortifications are reckoned 
very formidable, particularly thoſe of the citadel, the 
chef-d'auore of the great Vauban. There is a fine 
eſplanade between the citadel and the town, where 


the garriſon generally perform their exerciſe; but 


reviews are Exhibited in a large plain, ſeven miles 
diſtant. I much admired the barracks, which are 
indeed noble piles of . as well as the great 
military hoſpital. 5 

We found here, on tour of dutys as | infoe@e- 


general of infantry, the Duc de Montbarey ; but AM. 


de Merville is commandant in the town, and J 1ſc. de 

Sarsfield commands in the citadel, The preſent gar- 

riſon conſiſts of one regiment of cavalry, three ſquad- 
£ | 


rons, 


IN 4 Tro "THROUGH! FRANCE, ! . 


Tons; Mare. de 'Gaftric's;| ahd nine battalions of in- LETTER: | 
fantry, viz. Lo Marinne, two battalions, {the other. _ . * 
two being detached, one at Pazis; and ole at Man- . 
TINIQUE); La Guyenne, three battalivns, (one hav- 
ing etnbarked for Max'ritxioue); La Rowergue, two 
battalions ; and Royal Comtori, two battalions. There 
are alſo ſtationed here a directeur des fortifications, 
M. Moiſet de S. Paul; and Monſ. de Poiſſon, ingi- 
neur en chef. a | 
I faw the nine battalions drawn u p upon the eſpla- 
nade, in one line, but formed en potence, for want of 
room. They are a good body of men, and extremely 
well appointed ; but ſeemed unſteady, and not ſuffi- 
ciently attentive to their officers. A battalion de mo- 
diele, formed of detachments from all the battalions, * 
and put under the direction of a major in the French 
guards, went through what they call their new man- 
zuvres, Adjutants from all the neighbouring gar- 
riſons were preſent, by order of His MajzsTy. How- 


ever, I could perceive little new, nor was any thing 


done with precifion—perhaps, owing to the men of 
ſo many different regiments not being yet accuſtomed 
to act aan) **4 


1 4 | The 
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LETTER The cavalry performed their evolutions with great 
JT rapidity, always wheeling at full gallop. The men 


. A; 
rather too large for their horſe. 


* , | { 
I have the honour, &e. 
'K 1 
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Feen Unt, 3 87. 3 ile 


RAD is flat and open; with a chalky, poor ſoil. We 


croſſed the little river of Marque, at the village Pont- 
2-Margue; much wood appearing at a diſtance both 
to the right and left. Orcbi, and Beubri, are but 
inconſiderable villages; neat che latter is a all re- 
elt 0 On a hill upon the ah 30 10 Agron 9540 
| | | 1611} aQ ver 
n e 1s . on the river Scharp, 
formerly ſtrongly fortified, but now diſmantled, and 
of little note, except on account of its cathedral, a 
moſt magnificent Gothic pile. Part of the foreſt 
called Bois de St. Amand, lies between this place and 


J alenciennes. Many ſpots are cleared, and culti- 
d a | vated, 
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LETTER vated, and abundance of young trees lately planted. 


1 good deal of timber ſeemed freſh cut down, and 


V ALENCIENNES.. 


lying to ſcaſon. 


The ſituation of VAI ENenNxEA muſt make it 
rather unhealthy, lying in a flat marſhy bottom, ſub- 


ject to be overflowed by the Eſcaut or Scheld. It is 


ſtrongly. foxtified,. but appears to be commanded by 
the high ground on the North. of the town, to the 
right as we deſcended to the bridge. le fortifi- 


eations are exterifive ; the bation flat, with orillions; 


and the flanks. very: ſhore. In the citadel are long 


cavaliers behind the curruin, though they do not pre- 


vent its being in part commanded. by the before 
mentioned riſing ground to the North. They had 


once thoughts of occupying that height by a. large 
redoubt, On that fide, the ditches are of an un- 
uſual breadth, and the ravelins of courſe very diſtant 
from the curtain. There is a baitre-d eau in the 


ditch, with flood-gates or fluices. The river here i is 
not very conſiderable. 


The Prince de Tingry is the preſent governor of 
the town, and M. Deſbaulles of the citadel. The 


Marguis 


8 


ag . 
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Marguis' de Talarn, , inſpectetkg een of infantry, LETTER 


was at this time there. The garriſon. conſiſts of one 
regiment of cavalry, three. ſquadrons, Royal Etran- 
gers; and three regiments of infantry, viz, regiment 
Dauphin, two battalions 31 regiment de Medoc, one 
battalion; and the regiment' Dillon (Iriſh) two bat- 
The cavalry ſeem in excellent order. The 
regiment of Dillon is moſtly compoſed of Germans; 


| talion $ 


but the officers are all Iriſb. This is in every reſpect 
a finer Daſs” of men than the. e ane and 
Medoc. GAR. 3 * 314 


Towards: CaunkRAv, the lie of road as far: as Rou-" 
vigny keeps along that gentle riſing North of the 
Scbeld. There is a ſtretch of flat country on the 
right, with much wood at a diſtance; and beyond 
the vale of the river on the left, is a long range of 
moderate riſing ground, diverſifieq with wood, arable, 
and paſture. Many villages are ſcattered on each 
fide; but the ſoil appears light and chalky, with 
There is a bridge Ever the Scbelll, 
a little beyond Rouvigny, with the city of Bouchlix, 
about a mile on the * in the midſt of lou . 
meadows, | Fh 91112631 84% 2b 
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very thin crops. 
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vETTER \' Cammrav, upon the Scheld, is ſituated much as. 


ey | FA 
4! —̃ — 


Campray. great air of antiquity, The fortifications are kept 


Varencitnnes. It is pretty extenſive, but has a 


in very indifferent order, and in many places quite 
decayed. They are at preſent bufy in repairing 
them, particularly near the gate, as we entered from 
ValENCIENNES, where a conſiderable length of the 
curtain has tumbled into the ditch. I cannot help 
obſerving, that the curtains are in general of a moſt 
immoderate extenſion, and the faces of tlie baftions 
| TY but weakly defended. The Duc de Coigny is go-— 
| vernor,, and the Marquis de Potterie commandant of 
it the troops. The citadel is commanded: by M. de 
| Grand Maiſon. One regiment of cavalry. (Cd Artois). 
and two regiments. of infantry, de Bretagne and de 
Berwick, (triſh) two battalions each, compoſe the 
garriſon. The officers. of the regiments of Dillon 
| (| and Berwick: told me, that they ſoon expected a 
= change would be made in the eſtabliſhment of thoſe 
| = regiments, 

For many miles, the country is open, and little 
cultivated, the ſoil being poor and chalky, much like 
ſome of our downs: Near. the ſource of the Scheld, 


| 4 | | at 
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at the village of Crtancearr; in u fine rich vale; and 
a little further, is one of the ſhaſts of the ſubterranean 


canal, which joins the /Scheld and the Summe. This N 


work has been carried on for ſevetal years, and, 
when dinifhed, muſt be very beneficial to the interior 
commerce of the country. The whole length of the 


canal is 7, 20 French toiſes, near eight miles. 


There are ſixty-nine ſhafts for the admiſſion of light, 
as well as air; and where they paſs through a ſtra- 
tum of earth, or common mould, are lined with 
ſtone; but in general, the canal runs in a bed of 
chalk and flinty rock. The breadth is twenty 


feet, and ſixteen feet from the ſurface of the water 


to the top of the arch. A ſmall part only is 
finiſned. 


ST. QuenTiN is ſituated on a gentle elevation, 


upon the river Somme, near its ſource. Though 


now entirely neglected, it was formerly a place of 


conſiderable ſtrength. It is only incloſed by an old 
wall, with round towers. The ditch is uncommonly 
broad, and there are ſtill remains to be ſeen of ra- 
velins and other owt-works, which ſeem to have been 
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187TBR conſtructed merely of earth. No troops are ever 


al! fationed:| here; The inhabitants are chiefly Pro- 
teſtants, who employ themſelves in the cambric ma- 
nufactory, and enjoy ſome particular privileges, on 
account of their conſtant attachment to the crown. 


* pr | RE T3 | $52 
I have the honour, &c. 
' 
ROT 
18 ; $25 1 Ts 64 | WY I ? FD F322 INN | 


Bain tran 8 5 LETTER 


IN Aa TOUR THROUGH FRANCE, &c. 2: il 


| Ruins. 
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F ROM Sr. mee towards La Fang! the 1 
am kind of open flat country continues for man; 
miles, the ſoil being light and ſandy, and interſperſed 
with ſeveral large ſpaces entirely chalk, with frag- 
ments of flint. On the right, at a 5A appears 
Wah wood; the vale and noun, of Quſe bein g ſoon 


$ *® 


e haven: to * fide, wha n to 
La Fzxz. The ſituation is very unfavourable, en- La Fanz. 
tirely ſurrounded by watery meadows, which are 
quite covered in a wet ſeaſon. The river is broad, 
and commodious for the conveyance of ordnance, and 
all kinds of military ſtores, this place having, long 


been a noted arſenal, as el as one of the military 
ſchools. 
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LETTER ſchools. The others are SrRAs BO, Mrz, Aux- 


V. 
— 


oN NE, BESAN CON, Dov Av, and GztnoBLt; to which 
may be added VꝝEADUN. La FERE is. yell fortified, 
but the works are not much attended to. There is 
an air of poverty and depopulation, as if little trade 
was carried on. Profeflors in all the different 
branches of mathematics conſtantly reſide there, with 
old experienced officers, to form their pupils in the 
engineering and artillery ſciences. 

The Duc d Aiguillon is the preſent govellor, who 
has under him, as chief director of artillery, Lieu 
renant-Generdl de Valliere; however, M. de Gri- 
beauval, who got ſo much reputation by his ſpirited 
defence of SchwzIDNITz, againſt the Kine of 
Pauss14, has the chief direction in their annual mili- 
tary practice, particularly in what regards mining, 
in which he is ably ſeconded by Colonel de Rug y. 
The latter is conſidered as a remarkable genius in 
that line. M. de Gribeauval, as general inſpector, 
has a deputy inſpector under him at each of the mili- 
tary ſchools, with the rank of Marechal de Camp. 

The artillery regiment of Metz, two battalions, 
were there in garriſon, where they have continued for 


fx 


* 
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fix years, of which-ſome of the officers weak to 
me as a great hardſhip. p:. 


at 


This regiment was pepe in carrying 0 die 


operations of a regular ſege, in the approaches upon 
the front of a polygon, erected about a mile from the 
town. Theſe temporary works are conſtructed of 


faſcines and earth, with the ſame” care and preciſion 


as if they were intended to remain. This L am men- 
tioning, was compoſed: of two buſttons, a rauglin, 
lunettes, covered-way, and glacis. Phe different ba- 
rallels, approaches, batteries, &c. ſeemed traced out 
with great judgment. As the foil is ligfit and ſandy, 
the inſide of the approaches and parallels was neatly 
lined with plank. Both officers/ and men ſeemed as 
much animated as if they had been if the preſenee 
of an enemy. I could not help admiring the cal and 
attention of the young pupils. * 
Such exerciſes, in time of peace, are eertaialy mo 
condueive to the good of the ſervice, by — 


a profeſſional ſpirit, particularly under the direction 


of ſo able a general. It muſt be allowed, che French 


excel moſt other nations in * * lne—if n. voti in 
tactics. 1 * nig an e in ee 
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I had alſo the ſatisfaction of ſeeing the ſame regi- 
ment practiſe their whole artillery exerciſe in a large 
plain, where they had erected ſeveral batteries for great 
guns, en-barbet, and with embraſures; as well as for 
mortars. Butts were raiſed at certain diſtances, with 
figures made of ſtraw, to repreſent lines of troops. 
Their firing en-ricochet was what J chiefly admired. 
They: ſhewed great ſkill and judgment. 

Between LA FRE and Lao, is a very remarkable 
range of high country, running in a direction nearly 
North and South. The ſoil is moſtly a deep ſand, 
with long graſs, and many trees of the dwarf kind. 
There is an unbounded proſpect from the ſummit of 
this range, and numbers of villages and convents are 
ſeen beautifully ſituated in the little vallies between 
the hills. ob entlgt! of J 8 8 10 


Lao, capital of the Laonnois, is built upon a hill, 
in a large extended plain, and with its ſpires and con- 
vents forms a ſingular object. The aſcent is con- 
ſiderable on every ſide. It is under the government 
of the Duc de Treſmes, and four ſquadrons of dra-, 


goons are there in garriſon. I am ſorry I can add 
7 ' C little 
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little more nncerniag this place, as wp CETTER 
horſes at the bottom of the hill. + NE 
Towards RnrIMs, there is b remarkable 
range of hills, between Laox and the river Aiſue, 
running in much the ſame direction with thoſe we had 
juſt paſſed. They are generally covered with wood, 
p with a fine vale, opening to the right, about. the 
middle of the range. Soon after leaving the village 
of Corbiny, a flat country commences, when the river 
Aiſne is croſſed by a ferry, at the little village Berry- 
au-Bacg.. The bank on the South ſide now becomes 
commanding, as far as the eye can reach. There is 


a great appearance of ſterility towards Ruz1Ms ; the 


ſoil ſandy, mixed with chalk, and pieces of flint. 


The city of Ruzims is ſituated in an extended Raz. 
flat, with a remarkable height on the Weſt fide, be- 
yond the river Veſle. It is the capital of the province 
of Champagne, and looked upon as one of the fineſt 

cities of Francs, The cathedral where the Kincs 
of Francs are always crowned, is an highly orna- 
mented Gothic pile. As for the fortifications, they 
ſeem much neglected, being ſuffered even to moulder 
1 away | 
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kr TER away in ſome places, for want of timely repair. The 

* Marquis d Ambly is the preſent commandant, 
though he has under him only a detachment of one 
hundred and fifty men, from the regiment de Mo- 
rinne, at SEDAN. ; There is no regular garriſon, troops 
being ſent occafionally. Near. the gate, on the fide 
of Laox, the public walks are remarkably beautiful 
and extenſive. The river Veſie is but inconſider- 
able. dn | 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
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Venovn. N 5 
E Is, met fuch a lameneſs in LETTER ll | 
my letters, that L almoſt deſpair of being able to keep il | 
up your attention, my remarks being chiefly confined F | 
o objects of a military kind. Indeed; no country Jy (8 
in Europe furniſhes more in this line than Fuawer; i 
however, to avoid being 2 I will not be too | | | 
particular. | 2” | 
It is almoſt one continued flat from Ruins to Il 
Cnraalons, The river Yefle is oroſſed about five - nn 
miles from the former. The banks are well wooded, =. 
and near the village Les-Petires-Tiopes, Tome heights ll 


covered with trees, run off to the vigb:. Many mall 

villages are | omits over this plain ; and approaching 
 CHAALONS, it is much incloſed, particularly along 

E 2 the 
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CHAALONS, 
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the river Marne. I could perceive by the crops, 
both cut down and ſtanding, that the foil is in ge- 
neral fertile. 


Cuactons has much the air of a German town, 
being built almoſt entirely of wood, with the ends 


of the houſes towards the ſtreets, as at BREMEN, &c. 


It is very badly paved, and the ſtreets narrow. They 


are now erecting a magnificent town-houſe. In this 
part of the country, the common ſtone uſed in build- 
ing is of a ſoft chalky nature: there are many quar- 
ries in the neighbourhood, The Chevalier de Crance 
de Loiſy is what they call governor-commandant ; 
but only one company of the Gardes-du-Corps is 
ſtationed there, conſiſting of four hundred men, 
commanded by an Exempt. The fortifications are 
in very indifferent repair. Near the town are ſome 
fine public walks. 

The fame flat open country continues to Sr; 
Menehoud, which lies in a little vale upon the river 
Aiſne. A marſhy bottom opens to the right, ſoon 
after leaving CHAALONS, ſtill enlarging as we ap- 
proached the former, Deſcending. to: the town, a 


formidable 
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formidable defi]? appears to dhe right, the banks of LETTER 


the Aiſne becoming very coinmanding. Sr. Mens- , 


houd is but ſmall, nor are any troops ſtationed there: Sr.Mexznovo.. JE 


however, there is a governor, Comte Deſpiss. 


Nothing can be more beautiful and romantic than Cizmonr-zu- 1 
the hilly country between this place and Clermont * 
en-Argonne, forming à very ſtrong *pa/s near the 
latter. There is abundance of wood, interſperſed. ' 
with pleafant little vallies. and arable land. This. . 
tract is very extenſive, and goes by the name of the 11 
Foreſt of Argonne, lying chiefly in the diſtrict called. | 
the Clermontois. Tt runs generally in a North-Weſt. 1 
and South-Eaſt direction, between two conſiderable 
branches of the river Aiſne. 


There is a great deſcent to VꝝxxDUN, ſituated in a yazouns.. 
marſhy bottom, on the banks of the river Meuſe, 45" | 
which is very broad: It is the chief town in the 1 
Verdunois, in the province of Lorraine, and ſeems 
ſtrongly fortified, with a large citadel, but is certainly 
commanded: by the neighbouring heights. The If 
works appear old, and in ſome places decayed. They 
| are | 
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LETTER are at preſent Tepairing”"them near the eſplanade. I 


VI. 


— — 


cavalry are particularly excellent. 
lace is upon a ſine riſing ground, with a beautiful 


obſerved many cracks in the rampurts of the citadei, 
which are oonſtructed with too little alu ind 
they are alineſt Pecbrndicular. The town 38 large 
and populous. 

The barracks are extenſive e thoſe for the 
The biſhbp's pa- 


terrace over the river Mee. The banks are flat; 
the ſoil clay, mixed with fand; but on each. {ide of 
this vale, there is a gentle riſe, moſtly covered with 
wood. 5 MEL % ddl 
The Marguis de Ghazeron is governor both of the 


town and citadel. The garriſon conſiſts of one regi- 


ment of cavalry, Royal Piemont, and four battaliens 
of infantry, viz. regiment Poitou, two battalions; 


and a Swiſs regiment, Caſtella, two battalions: chere 
are alſo ſeven companies of miners. ren 


As they were at this time carrying on their annual 
practice of mining, the front of a polygon, to a very 
large ſcale, was conſtructed near the citadel. M. de 
Gribeauval was juſt arrived from La Fere, with Co- 
lonel de Rugy. * part of that branch of engi- 


6 | neering 


| 3 
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neering was fully illuſtrated in a maſterly ſtile. The LETTER 

galleries were numerous, running in various direc- cd 

tions from the ain galleey, under the places of arms 

and covered-way, to a great diſtance beyond the 

glacis, They ſeemed to avoid all capitals. The 

uprights and croſs-beams were joined with the great- ' 

eſt neatneſs, and the whole lining of the galleries 

moſt compactly finiſhed. The paſlage to the great 

ditch, under the curtain of the work, was A ur 5 

vaulted with freeſtone. „ IE. 
The feven companies of miners are ſufficient to 

ſupply all the reliefs, though the work is o extenſive. 

A great many young officers, engineers as well as: . 

others, conſtantly attend. 'The corps of miners, is. 

compoſed of excellent workmen, carpenters, maſons, 

&c. As the foil of this ſpot is a compatt gravel, 

mixed with hard clay, the mining is attended with 4 


4 Dien 1 Tx 


conſiderable degree of labour. 

The regiment of cavalry, was the beſt 1 had yet 
ſeen in every reſpect; and the four battalions of f in- 
fantry uncommonly good. The regiment of Swift 


are of a larger | ſize tans the national troops. oo 
' „ einne LV. % 91 adi : 
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1 range of high country between Vezpun 
and Marz, dividing the great plains of the Meuſe 
and Maſelle, very much reſembles that between 57, 
Menehoud and VxRDUN. It alſo runs in nearly. the 
ſame direction, and is moſtly covered with wood : ; 
however, there are many places well cultivated. In 
the intervening ſmall vallies are many villages. Upon 
the whole, the great variety of hill and dale, of paſ- 
ture and arable, give it a very romantic air. About 
the middle of the range, is a moſt extenſive view to 
the Eaſtward. 


There is a very formidable ravine two leagues. on 


this fide Marz, running North and South to a great 


extent, with much bruſhwood. The road is cut in 
the fades, with infinite labour, a ſmall brook winding 


in 
6 
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in the bottom. The banks are ſo very bold, that LEER 


VII. 
— 


the ravine is impracticable at any other place, at leaſt 
for a conſiderable way, both to the North and South, 
the heights forming an excellent poſition for an army. 
As we deſcended to the plain of the Moſelle, another 
ravine appears upon the left, running nearly parallel 
to the road. This Weſtern bank is much more com- 
manding than that to the Eaſtward; the hills at the 
ſame time being wooded to their very tops. The 
vale the river runs in, ſeems to narrow much to the 
South; but is greatly extended to the North, towards 
Thionville, appearing rich and well cultivated. A 
number of {mall villages are ſcattered over it, as well 


as a good deal of wood, particularly along the ſkirts 
of the gentle riſings which form the Eaſtern bank. | 


The city of Merz, upon the Maſelle, is one of the Merz. 
| largeſt in France, but ſeems old and indifferently 
built. - It is the capital of the province of Lorraine, 
and was once Inperial. The ſtreets are narrow, and 
very irregular. The Moſelle is here navigable for 
large barges. What they call the old fortifications; 
are much neglected, and in ſome places even moul; 
| F 98 5 „ demng _-* 
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dering away; but thoſe on the Welt fide of the river, 
and between two of its branches, ſeem in good con- 
dition. The citadel is very extenfive, but its am- 
parts totally out of repair; indeed it is fo badly con- 
ſtructed in many reſpects, that they no longer con- 
fider it as adding to the ſtrength of the place; but 
have erected a very formidable work, at an immenſe 


expence, called Belle-Croix, on a fine commanding 
height, Eaſt of the oity, The whole is excellently 
caſmated, and the galleries of communication roomy 
and well finiſhed ; but did not appear to me to be 
ſufficiently ventilated. This is a very conſiderable 
work, and nearly joins the new line, which they have 
lately carried quite round the old fortifications on 
this fide. The fort Belle-Croix includes ſufficient 
ſpace for the encampment of a ſmall army, and is well 
covered on the North and South ſides. The works 
are finiſhed with great ſolidity. The galleries under 


the covered-way and glacis branch out in various 


directions, far beyond the latter, ſo that an approach 
of an enemy would be attended with much hazard. 
In the entrenchment de Guiſe, in the rear of Belle- 
Croix, is their great depot of military ſtores, ordnance, 

= ammunition, 
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ammunition, &c. &c. Some new works were lately IE TTR 
begun near the old citadel, but _ are * a . to vn. 
for the preſent, 
There are two bridges © over che chief branch of the 
Moſellè, of a great length, covered by the lines on the 
Weſt fide, The barracks and great ſtore-houſes are 
alſo in this quarter of the town, as well as the mik- 
tary hoſpital. The barracks are very commodious; 
and the ftables roomy and well aired. I obſerved 
the ſtore-houſes were remarkably dry, and are very 
extenſive. I much admired” the great military hoſ- 
pital, which is indeed a magnificent building, though 
in a plain ſimple ſtile. Fhat front towards the 
river is particularly elegant. It is capable of receiv- 
ing a vaſt number of patients; and the wards and 
offices are airy and well contrived. Some time ago, 
it was nearly deſtroyed by an accidental fire; but 
they have now nearly completed the repairs. 1968 
The armoury contains arms for near ten- thouſand 
men: they are kept in very good condition. Among 
them are many muſquetoons and wall- pieces. As for 
the ordnance, they keep it all diſmounted and ex- 


actly ranged, according to the calibres of the guns. 
F 2 The 
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The carriages are carefully preſerved from. the wea- 
ther, in ſtore-houſes, as nothing injures them more 
than being conſtantly expoſed. They ſeem moſtly 
new, great numbers of work-men being at preſent 
employed upon them. The timbers and iron-work 
are very maſly, and the wheels very ſubſtantial, which 


in ſervice is a material point. The forges, furnaces, 


&c. are ſtill in the old citadel ; but theſe, as well as 


all the ſtores in general, will be removed to the Eu- 


trenchment de Guiſe, as ſoon as they can be received. 


The new preparations are carrying on with great di- 
ligence. This great depdt is not only well covered 
by the works of Belle-Croix, but has an eaſy commu- 
nication with the river, 

The pontoons, as well as their carriages, appear 
perfectly new. There is an immenſe quantity of 
{hells, as well as ſhot of all ſizes, regularly piled up; 
and I muſt confeſs, the military apparatus of every 
kind is kept in moſt excellent order, and appears to 
be in vaſt abundance. : 


I have the honour, &c. 


LETTER 
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SIR, Mrz. 


fin my laſt Jews WAS is likely to have been LETTER 


VIII, 


"EM out to a moſt unconſcionable length, I deferred w—— 


what I had more to fay of Mrz to my next. 

The Marſhal Duc de Broglio is the preſent go- 
vernor, bath of town and citadel, and the Comte de 
Broglio, commandant-en-chef, The chief engineer, 
M. de Chambre, as well as the directeur des fortifi- 
cations, M. d Aubigny, are men of great reputation. 
The garriſon conſiſts of two regiments of cavalry, 
viz. Regiment Royal, three ſquadrons; and Regiment 
Moailles, three ſquadrons—and five regiments of in- 
fantry, viz. Bearn, four battalions ; Limoſin, two 
battalions ; La Couronne, two battalions ; La Sarre, 
two battalions ; and Bourgogne, two battalions ; with 


the 
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the regiment de Straſbourg (artillery) two batta- 
lions. 

The ſchool of artillery is under the immediate di- 
re&ion of the Baron de Lamy, with three captains as 
aſſiſtants; and M. Perrin des Almons is the chief 
director of artillery, with a ſub-direQor ; and three 
captains, who have the particular charge of the Ar- 


ſenal. 


Lieutenant- General M. de Gribeauval ſoon ar- 
rived at Metz; for I before informed you that he 
had the chief inſpection of all the engineering, as 
well as artillery practice. M. de Villepatour, one 
of the general inſpectors, had been there ſome time. 


Several large faſcine batteries were already con- 


ſtructed in a large meadow near the town, called the 
Ban St. Martin; with targets at various diſtances. 
The practice was very general; great guns of dif- 
ferent calibres; a variety of field- pieces, mortars, 
and howitzers, of almoſt every kind and fize, as well 
Point blank, as en- ricochet yet I muſt obſerve, upon 
the whole, though the men were ſufficiently active in 
manœuvring the guns, and the firing was performed 
with tolerable preciſion, I by no means think this 
day's 
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day's practice ſurpaſſed what I have frequently ſeen —_— 


at Moolwich. Indeed they were very expert in the 
* 


exerciſe of mounting and diſmounting the largeſt 


pieces of ordnante; dragging them out of a (ſup- 
poſed) ſlough, and from the bottom of the ditch of 


the battery. 


The cavalry are young and active, but the horſes, 
which they get chiefly from Normandy, are ſmall, 


and rather too ſlight. They performed | all their 


evolutions with wonderful rapidity. 


The regiments of infantry are, in general, fine bodies 


of men; but in many manezuvres I was preſent at, 
they ſeemed unſteady under arms. The manner of 


giving the word Halt / before allignement, has a very 


bad effect, and occaſions much ſhuffling. I muſt, ' 


once for all, obſerve, that unſoldier-like cuſtom, of 
the men being permitted to talk in the ranks. This 
is almoſt an univerſal practice with the French.—An 
abſolute filence is one great principle of the Pruſſian 

diſcipline. 
The citadel is conſtantly narriſoned by two batta- 
lions, though the barracks are in the moſt wretched 
condition. 


— — — 
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VIII. | 


| neglected fort run to decay. 


I will only add, that in a grand manæuvre per- 
formed by the infantry, the four battalions of the 
ERegiment de Bearn, infinitely excelled the others. 


I have the honour, &c. 
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AvuSTRIAN Doux ions — LUXEMBOURG. 


17 road to TRHIONVIIIE, follows the LETTER | 


courſe of the Maſelle, keeping it clole upon the 
right. The range' of high ground on the left is 
much covered with wood, but continues without in- 
terruption, except being in ſome places broken by 


beautiful little vallies, winding among the hills, and 


generally the ſcite of a villa, or {mall village. The 
ſoil of the plain is for the moſt part ſandy, inixed 
with clay; but each fide of the river appears highly 
cultivated. The Eaſtern. bank has a very gentle rife, 
at ſome diſtance, irregularly ſkixted with wood. 


A474 


| IX; 
Cn md 


TRIORVILE is conſidered a chef-d? awvre' in forti- Tump. 


fication, The works ane perfectly regular, and con- 


ſtructed in a moſt maſterly ſtile. They ſeems remark- 
G ably 
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ably low, having only ſufficient elevation to form 
their mutual defence. Nothing more than the pa- 
rapet is. diſcovered on the approach. The. greateſt 
part of the works occupy the Weſt fide of the Mo/elle, 
with a covered bridge of communication over the 
main branch. Some conſiderable additional works 
have been lately erected beyond a ſmaller branch of 
the river, where they have juſt finiſhed two large ma- 
gazines. However, theſe works ſeem to be com- 
manded by a height covered with trees, on the other 
fide of a hollow way, or deep ravine. © 92 

here are two large redoubts between the branches 


of the Moſelle, at ſome diſtance from the body of 


the place, but communicating with it by long en- 


trenchments. The out-works are ſo numerous, that 
the town, which is but fmall, does not ſeem to be able 
to contain a garriſon ſufficient for their defence. 1 
obſerved, that the revetement, in general, comes no 
higher than the berme. oe | 
I found here in garriſon, the regiment of Cham 
pagne, four battalions—the fineſt body of infantry 1 
have ſeen in Francs ; and one regiment of cavalry, 
the regiment d'Orleans. The preſent governor is 


the 
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the Comte de V. aux; M. de Filly, a lieutenant-gene- LETTER | 
ral, being directeur des fortifications, and his ſon the 


chief engineer the latter of whom, I muſt add, is a 
moſt intelligent young officer. eq 
In continuing our route towards LUXEMBOURG, in 
order to viſit that ſingular fortreſs, the line of road 
ſoon quits the great plain of the Mo/elle, croſſing that 
remarkable range of high country to the Weſt of the 
river, It is beautifully diverſified with hills and | 
dales, and abounds in wood : many of the hills are 
even cloathed to their very tops, and form very pic- 
tureſque objects; ſeveral little villages appear on 
every fide, ſo that the country muſt be very populous. 
The great irregularity of the ground occaſions many 
windings in the road, preſenting, from various points, 
moſt extenſive views to the Eaſtward. We paſſed the 
| boundary which divides FxANCE from the dominions 
of AusTRIa, between the villages Everange and 
Frieſange, on the North-Weſt fide of the range. We 
now deſcended towards the river Alfitæ, which runs 
in a marſhy bottom, making a bold ſweep to the 
right, the banks on each fide being very command- 
ing. After croſſing the river, we were obliged to 
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and finall river, the latter joining the Alea at Lux- 
EMBOURG, The city now appeared as if on the op- 
polite {ide of an extended plain; for the boldneſs of 
its ſituation is not to be diſcovered but upon a near 


approach. We were now travelling over an entire 
ſtratum of rock, though covered for conſiderable 
fpaces with a light mould, of no depth, but bearing 
tolerable crops. The diſtant country to the Eaſt, 
South, and Weſt, being very hilly; and almoſt totally 
covered with wood: to the Northward it is rather 
open. 


LUXEMBOURG is built on the Weſt bank of the river 
Alftz, which here is but inconſiderable; however, 
by its many windings, in a deep rocky bottom, ſeve- 
ral moſt aftoniſhing ravines are formed. The town, 
from its bold ſituation, has a full command of thoſe 
ravines, which run in various directions, being in ge- 
neral exfiladed by the works; and as the heights be- 
tween them are occupied by detached redoubts, no 
part ſeems to be left undefended. The communica- 
tion between theſe redoubts is preſerved by means 
of 


—— — 
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of the ravines, as you may obſerye in the ſterch I 
fend you; for I was accompanied in my different 
excurſions by one of the engineers, who ſuffered' me 
to viſit every part, and even to make what remarks I 
thought proper. . 10 

The defences of Luxtitzours have been at timbs 
much added to by the various Powers to which it has 
been ſubject, and they are ſtill increaſing them; but 
it is chiefly indebted to Francs. It was reſtored to 
the Eurkxox by the treaty of Utrecht. The Auſ- 
triaus affect to boaſt its being impregnable; however; 
no place can be conſidered as ſuch, which is capable 
of being inveſted, and cut off from all ſupplies. The 
whole of the mnain- enceinte, as well as out-works, 
is ea/mated, being cut out of tlie ſolid rock. I was 
aſſured by the chief engineer, that the ſouterreint 
were ſufficient to contain above tweiity-five thouſand 
men—but this I much doubt. On the North and 
Weſt fronts is a line of ſmall detached redoubis (be 


yond the uſual out-works); a ſecond covered-way,” 


with a glacis, forming the communication between 
them. There is one circumſtance much in favour 
* of 


of eapponmteres; which are conſtructed in the bottom ET TIN 
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of LuxtuBourRG—the continued bed of rock of this 
part of the country, ſo that an enemy would find the 
utmoſt dithculty 'to cover themſelves in their ap- 
proaches, | 

There are counter-mines under all the principal 


works, and every where galleries of communication, 


all cut in the body of the ſtone, which is of a gritty 


ſandy nature, and eaſily wrought. Many branches 
of the galleries are carried beyond the ſecond glacis, 
on the North and Weſt faces. There is a work called 
the Bouc in the middle of the Eaſt face, which joins a 
long narrow tongue of rock, in a bend of the river, 
to the /aliant-angle of the moſt projecting baſtion. 
This forms a moſt excellent fank to the chief ravine 
running to the North, as well as an oblique defence 
to the f/auxbourg in the bottom: but though there 
are many port-holes in its ca/mates for cannon, and 
guns are alſo mounted on the rampart above, I much 
doubt its being long tenable, in a vigorous ſiege—it 


ſeems too confined, and the caſmates are not ſuffi- 
ciently ventilated. 


LuxEMBOURG certainly forms a ſtrong barrier on 
this ſide of France; though, in time of peace, the 
Auſtrians 
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Auſtrians keep in it but a ſmall garriſon, 1 pre- 
ſent have been there near thirteen years, as they ſel- 
dom change the diſtribution of the troops. Even 
the engineers, who by a fixed regulation are not to 
continue above three years in the ſame place, often 
remain above double that time. The practice of the 


French is very different, particularly with regard to 
the young engineers, as yy” are regularly relieved 
every two years, till they arrive at rank in the pro- 
feſſion; by which means they become acquainted 
with the various works of their chief fortified towns. 

Though LuxzMzovute has been long in poſſeſſion 
of the Auſtrians, yet one ſtill ſees the fleur-de-lis 
over the gates, and upon the principal public build- 
ings. The town is tolerably well built. The gou- 
vernement, or reſidence of the governor, is in a fine 
airy ſituation. They have converted the Jeſuits' col- 
lege into a military hoſpital, though it ſeems too 
much expoſed. The inhabitants are a mixed race, 
French, Germans, &c. 

The Prince de Lignes 1s governor, and lieutenant- 
general Fogelſang commandant of the troops. The 


preſent garriſon conſiſts of the regiment de Lignes, 
BA three 
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LETTER three battaliqns, of fiye hundred and fifty men each. 
gaoce of theſe battalions is called the garriſon batta- 
lion, and has no company of grenadiers. There is 
a battalion of grenadiers, compoſed of the grenadiers 
of the regiment de Lignes, and two companies be- 
longing to other corps—the Auſtrians always form- 
ing the grenadiers into hattalions independent of their 
regiments. Beſides theſe, there is a detachment of 
cavalry of twenty-five men, from the regiment St. 
Iniong, in garriſon at Mons; and twenty canno- 
niers. | MY 
The regiment de Lignes is compoſed of Germans, 
Flamands, French dęſerters, and a few Engliſb. 


J have the honour, &c. 
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& e remaining a * * at LuxzN- Level 
vun, we returned to Mrz by the ſame route We ; 


went. Croſſing the Maſelle, we kept the river upon 
the right, as far as Pont-a-Mouſſon, with the fame 
range of high country which divides the great plains 
of the Meuſe and Moſelle. There are the ruins of 

many old caſtles upon theſe heights, with abundance 
of wood, and ſeveral little villages in the vallies. At 
Tony-aux- Arches, are the remains of a magnificent 
aqueduct, which ſeems to have been carried acroſs 
the river, as ſome veſtiges are to be traced on the 
oppoſite fide. The road goes under one of the 


arches. To the left, the country continues open, 


and is generally well cultivated, with only a very 
gentle riſe from the river. 
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There is a bridge over the Moſelle at Pont-a- 
Mouſſon, which is a ſmall town, but tolerably well 
fortified. A regiment of: cavalry (d Artois) was 


there in garriſon. The governor was the Comte de 


Chatelet, Towards Wancy, the river is cloſe upon 
the left for ſome leagues, the country beyond it be- 
ginning to riſe conſiderably, though not ſo command- 
ing as that to the Weſtward, We again croſſed the 
Moſelle, which makes a great ſweep to the Weſt, juſt 


where it is joined by the Meurthe, loſing itſelf 


among thoſe woods and hills which are continued 
with little interruption from the province of LUXE. 


BOURG. 


«+ f* Toa T 


plain of N. Axcr, which W populous, and well 
cultivated. The town, at a diſtance, appeared to great 
advantage, while the meanders of the river Meurthe 
heightened the beauty of the ſcene. © Little villages 
aroſe in every direction, with A kind of continued 


foreſt 1 in the back ground. 


79 


— 


| Nancy is benütifblly ſtuated on the Weſt ſide of 


the river Meurthe, and is juſtly eſteemed the moſt 
7 elegant 


IN A TOUR THROUGH FRANCE; i&c. 


elegant town: in France. That part of it which LATTHR, 


STANISLAUS the late King of | PotanD) lived to ſæe 
finiſhed, is ſurpaſſed by . nothingi-of the kind in 
Evurors. It was his conſtant reſidenge, and moſt of 
his revenue was expended in its embelliſnment. The 


old line, which incloſed the ancient part of che town, 


has been long neglected, and is in mary places quite 
ruinous, as well as a: 3 n on the · North 
ſide, called the citadel. bowolis' vis an m¹EH 

The preſent Wie * nee Du ile 
Fleury, has the title of Grand Bailly. M. de Mau- 
teſcuiou is the commandant of the troops. Thergar- 
riſon conſiſted of one regiment of dragoons ( 
Rochefoucault) and the regiment du: Roy, tour batter 
lions. This place is a kind of fixed quarters for the 
latter, where they have eſtabliſhed a military ſchool, 


— 


part of a noble pile of building called the barracks, 


being allotted for that purpoſe. Here)! profeſſors: in 
the 'various branches of fortification, draw ing, Kc. 
always reſide; and the whole is under the immediate 


direction of an officer of great ability, who ſerved. all 
the laſt war in Germany. All the young officers, of 


the regiment du Roy are obliged to give cloſe attend- x 


H 2 ance 
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LETTER ance for a certain number of years, and are after- 


X. 
= _ 2 J 


wards promoted according to the proficiency they 
have made in their ſtudies. I paſſed a good deal of 
time in viſiting the apartments of the ſeveral pro- 
feſſors; and faw with much pleaſure, many beautiful 
ſpecimens of the young gentlemen's induſtry, As a 
proof that ſuch an inſtitution muſt be attended with 
the utmoſt benefit to the ſervice, the officers of that 
regiment are allowed to be generally men of ſcience. 
They early contracted a habit of ſtudy, and con- 
tinued to improve their knowledge in the profeſſion, 
by reading the beft authors. To the honour of 
France it may be ſaid, it has produced more writers 
on the military art than all the other nations of Eu- 
rope taken together. Muſt not this, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, be imputed to their great care in forming the 
mind of the young officer? to their numerous mili- 
tary inſtitutions, as well as great ſchools of annual 
practice, under the direction and inſpection of the 
moſt able officers ?—and, if I may add, to the eon- 
ſtant encouragement given to men of merit, and 
thoſe who wiſh. to diſtinguiſh themſelves in their 
profeſſion ? 


I was 
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I yas profend at a mManeavre performed” by thi L w_ 
nid, which I muſt confeſs did chem great credit,. 
as it was executed with much military ſkill, without 
the leaſt diſorder, though, as I afterwards-underſtood, 
without any previous plan of operation. The ſpot 
was a large field, a little diſtance from the town, cut 
in the middle by'a narrow marſhy bottom—this was 
to be paſſed in the preſence of a ſuppoſed enemy, 
drawn up on the oppoſite ſide. Each corps was com- 
poſed of an equal number of cavalry and infanery, 
with ſeveral field- pieces attached to it. I ſhall only 
obſerve, that the various feints and ſtratagems prac- 
tiſed by the corps which attacked, in order to deceive 
and diſtract the enemy, and which in the end ſuc- 


ceeded, did the commander very great honour : at 
the ſame time that no ſmall judgment was exhibited 
in the defence of the paſſage over the moraſs. hn 

The Duc de Liancour, who commands the regi- 
ment la Rochefoucault, ſeems a moſt active ſpirited 
officer, and ſhewed much military knowledge in the 
above maneuvre, as well as the Comte du Chatelet, 
commanding the regiment. du Roy. 


The horſes of the regiment of dragoons are rather 
ſlight, 
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| 18TTER flight,” and have the appearance of thoſe of light 
| 4 E. troops. They are moſtly bay. The men are of a 
ſmall ſize, and well adapted to the horſes. All their 
evolutions, &c. were performed with the greateſt ge- 
lerity. 018720 vs: 31 


| As to the regiment. he Roy, is is . ac- 
| knowledged to be one of the fineſt corps in the French 
ſervice, both as to appearance and diſcipline, They 
| are much above. the uſual ſtandard—the whole front 
* rank of the King's company are above ſix feet, and 
ſquare in proportion, nigh 17 


I have the honour, &c. 
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F ROM Nancy, towards LUNxRVIIILE, the river LETTER 


Aare, as far as the village St. Micholas, is kept 
cloſe upon the left, running in a fine rich vale. The 


face of the country continues much the ſame as in 


the neighbourhood of Nac = fertile and highly 
cultivated, and beautifully diverſified with villages, 
villas, and little waving woods. A long range of 
moderate riſing ground cloſes the ſcenè to the N orth 
and South, mi e with wood. 


, } ; 


 LUNEVILLE,' the confi ede of the Gen- 
d armerie de France, is but an inconſiderable town, 
and totally unfortified. M. de Caſtries, who com- 
mands this ſuperb corps, is conſidered as one of their 
moſt able generals. He generally lives here, in the 
| palace 


XT. 
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Lux z VILLE. 
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palace of the Intendant, a magnificent old building. 
The barracks for the troops are airy and commo- 
dious ; and indeed, the whole œcOmy of the regi- 
ment, as to the diet, exerciſe, &c. of the horſes, is 
carried on with a ſuperior degree of care and atten- 
tion. This corps conſiſts of ten ſquadrons, and are 
very juſtly looked upon as the fineſt cavalry in the 
ſervice. Moſt of the officers belong to the firſt fa- 
milies in the kingdom; and even the troopers are 


_ conſidered in ſome degree as gentlemen—or a rank 


between an officer and a Bourgeois, They have this 


particular privilege, when orderly' upon the com- 
mander of the corps, to be allowed dining at his 
table, even ſhould a Prince of the Blood be preſent, 
which at this time was gracioufly permitted. Indeed 
they live together in barracks as other troops; but 
then each man has a ſeparate apartment, and there is 


a groom to every fix horſes, to do the dirty work of 


the ſtables. It muſt however be obſerved, the feed- 
ing and dreſſing of the horſes, are left e to the 
troopers. 1 

The men are generally tall and lathy, and of a cer- 
tain age. The uniform ſcarlet, richly laced with 


ne | ſilver, 
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ſilver, and laced hats; but the dark buff waiſtcoat LETTER + 1 
and breeches have a bad effect. They wear, in com- + „ | 
mon, a plain red frock. | 

Though the horſes are of a larger * than moſt 
of the French cavalry, yet they are not equal to ours; | 
they indeed are ſtrong and bony, with a great deal of 9 _ 
ſpirit and activity, and perfectly maſter of the rider's 4s 
weight. I had a good opportunity of judging, being 
preſent at an excellent manwuure performed by the | IT" | 
whole ten ſquadrons; and muſt confeſs,” that at tze 
cloſe, the charge en muraille of ſuch a noble wy of 
troops, was grand beyond conception. e | 
Allow me to add, that in performing the \ various | | | 
| 


evolutions, the utmoſt Readineſs and attention was ob- 
ſerved. Their motions were all very rapid, but great 
time was allowed between each maneuvre; ſo that, | ; | 
going through even the common routine, took up near 
three hours. During the whole, the moſt perfect 54 | 
filence was preſerved by the men, which is not gene- - nl 
rally the caſe with'the French troops, who frequently 
talk together under arms, even in the preſence | of their, 


officers. 
1 haze the honour, Kee. 
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SAVERNE. 


L mn line of country between LunzviLls 


and /SaarBouRs, continues much the ſame as what I 


laſt deſcribed : in general flat, and every where well 
cultivated. The fall, however, is to the left, the 
courſe of all the little brooks tending to the North. 


The population muſt be conſiderable, as abundance 
of little villages were every moment riſing to the 


VIEW. 1 

Soon after paſſing Blamont, we begun to open that 
remarkable range of high country which divides Lor- 
raine from the province of Alſace. It runs nearly 
North and South, and appears in many places rugged, 


and almoſt totally covered with wood. I obſerved 


the ruins of old caſtles on many of the moſt elevated 
points. This formidable range runs nearly parallel 


to 
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to the Rhine, dividing, as it were, thi great plain of LETTER 
that river, and that of the. Maſelle. The mountain- 
ous tract in Swabia, called the Black Foreſt, on the 
Eaſtern fide of the Rhine, has much the fame direc- 
tion. 


SaARBOURO is a ſmall town, unfortified, but has SAR Bou 


an old wall, with ſemi- circular towers. It is very 
indifferently built. The river Saare at this place is 
very inconſiderable. To the South of the town are 
the remains of a magnificent caſtle, built upon a hill. 

We found at SaarzouRs, the regiment de ee 


ben 


Tbere ie very little variety of country from hence Puarrirevker 


to PHaLTZBOURG. It is indeed not fo well cultivated 
as what we had juſt travelled over, and of caurſe not 
ſo well inhabited. The town of PHALTZBOURG has 
rocky fonadation.-. a little elevated. It is but imal 
though regularly fortified, with deovj-lunes, in form 
of a flat bexggon. It is ſituated very near the border 
of Lorraine, and is conſidered as the key of that pro- 
vince. The ditch is cut out of the body of the xgck, 


I 2 and 
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and always dry. There are no caſinuter. It is 
chiefly uſed as a depot for military ſtores. The Mar- 
quis de Talaru, whom we had ſeen at VALENCIENNRS; 
as one of the general- inſpectors, is the preſent gover- 
nor, and M. de Seilbac, commandant the Swiſs re- 
giment, d Erlach, forms the garriſon, 

About five miles North of PrarTzBOURG, within 
the province of Lorraine, the fortreſs called La Pe- 
tite Pierre occupies a very elevated ſituation in the 
great range; with another, La Lichtemberg, about 
the ſame diſtance beyond it. 

Soon after leaving PraLTzBouRG, the aſcent is 
conſiderable, with a deep narrow ravine, the river 
Soor running in the bottom, a little to the right. 
This ravine is very formidable, as it entirely divides 
the hilly tract, the little river Soor having its courſe 
through Alſace, and entering the Rhine between 
STRASBOURG and Forxr Lovis. Both fides of the 
ravine are high and rugged, and covered with wood, 
with the remains of many old caſtles on commanding 
ſpots; and upon the ſummits of ſome high hills, near 
the Eaſt gorge of the ravine, in Alſace, are the ruins 


of no leſs than three; the walls of that neareſt Sa- 


verne. 
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verne being cut out of the rock. This has always LETTER 
been looked upon as one of the ſtrongeſt paſſes into ., 
Alſace; but as the crown of France now W that | 
s is not much attended to. . 1 
Me ſoon opened upon an almoſt bausdleb pro- 7 
ſpect, particularly to the North and South, the pro- | | | 
vince of Alſace being narrow, and lying nearly in | 
that direction. It appeared a flat open country, and 
from the number of villages muſt be exceedingly 


* 


populous. We could plainly diſcern the city of 
STRASBOURG, With the courſe of the Rhine, as the 
banks are very low. The aſpect was very mountain 11 
ous to the Eaſtward. | , 


— ——— — —— —_—— 
= * 


There is a conſiderable deſcent to Saverne, the Savaznr.. 1 
reſidence of the Cardinal de Rohan, archbiſhop of Eo 
Straſbourg. It is ſituated upon the banks of the | 
Soor, and conſiſts of little more than one ſtreet, the 
palace alone rendering it of any note. No troops are 
ſtationed here, yet there is an officer who is ſtiled the 
commandant. The preſent archbiſhop is much ad- , 
vanced in years, and totally deprived of fight ; at the: 
ſame time ſo very infirm, that he is wheeled through 

| his; 14 
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his apartments in a chair. His revenue is ſaid to be 


very conſiderable. There is a fine extenſive park, 


and I could plainly trace the famous pofition of Mar- 
ſbal Turenne, at the bottom of the heights, which 
covered his rear. There are the remains of an old 


fort a little to the North of the town, juſt where his 


right extended ; his left ſtretching onde a convent 
the open country in front. 


1 n the honour to be, &c. 
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ſhew great {kill and judgment. I alſo obſerved many 
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STRASSOURG. 

IJver deyond the "_ & Wiltheim, how 
mid-way between Saverne and STaas30uRe,” many 
traces of entrenchments are viſible, running along the 
brow of ſome heights, to a conſiderable extent; but 
they are ſo very irregular, that the poſition of the 
camp cannot be eaſily aſcertained. The ſituation, 
however, muſt have been very favourable, as on every 
fide there is a great flatneſs of country. The province 
of Als Ac abounds in rich paſturage, as well as every 
ſpecies of grain; and near STRASBOURG are great 


quantities of hemp and flax, and large tracts covered 
with tobacco, in the cultivation of which the natives 


fields of poppies; but both above and below the 


1 5 town 
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town there is much wet marſhy ground, particularly 
bordering upon the Rhine. 


The city of STRASBOURG is large and populous, 


though it has ſtill ſomething of the air of a German 


town. The fortifications are very extenſive, and the 
out-works numerous. They have been much in- 
creaſed by the French, particularly on the Eaſt fide, 
towards the Rhine, where they have conſtructed a 
very ſtrong citadel, with the proper out-works : and 
on the North-Weſt fide, which ſeems to have been 
the weakeſt, they have lately added two large Barn 
works. The other ſides might cafily be covered by 


an inundation, upon the approach of an enemy. 


There are two large cavaliers in the baſtions of the 


citadel, next the town, and thick walls from the /a- 
lient angles of theſe two baſtions quitgacroſs the ditch 
to the main-enceinte of the place. Indeed, I muſt 
obſerve, the works are ſo very numerous, that 
it would require an army to man them properly. 
They ſeem kept in great order. The revetement 
comes no higher than the berme, as at Thionville, and 


ſome other places, 


STRASBOURG 
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" STRASBOURG is ſituated about two miles Weſt of LETTER 


the Rhine, upon the Ill, which divides it into dif- 


ferent diſtricts. This river is but ſmall, compara- 


tively ſpeaking, but of ſufficient depth. The Rhine 


is here very formidable, of a great breadth, and very 
rapid. It forms a number of little iſlands, moſtiy 
overſpread with bruſhwood and ruſhes; but in the 
wet ſeaſon theſe are totally covered, and it then ex- 
hibts one great ſheet of water. In a dry ſummer, 


the ſhallowneſs of the river, and the numerous ſhoals 


appearing juſt under the ſurface, render the naviga- 


tion both difficult and dangerous. The water ſeems * 
thick and muddy. The long bridge, or rather line 
of bridges, has a bend towards the ſource of the 


ſtream, in order to reſiſt its force; but as it is in- 


tirely compoſed of looſe planks (I mean the ſurface” 
you walk upon) the paſſage is very diſagreeable, and 
if horſes are at all reſtive, may be attended with 
much danger. The foot of the glacis of the citadel 
comes cloſe to the river. There is a ſmall fort at 
the end of the bridge on the French ſide, and another 


mach more conſiderable, in Swabia, exactly oppoſite, 
K called 
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—— 


pied merely for form, as the Margrave of Baden 
Durlach keeps there only twenty wretched invalids. 
T his was formerly a. ſtrong poſi, being a regular. 
ſquare, with baſtions, ravelines, covered-way, &c. 
with a  born-work upon the North face, and another 
larger on the Faſt face, near the end of the bridge, 
through which the great road paſſes. There are alſo. 
two detached redaubrs to the North of the laſt- men- 
tioned  horn-wark. But the whole is ſuffered to de- 
cay, as well as the barracks. within the principal 
work. 8 
T here are the veſtiges of a regular ſquare fort on 
an iſland, near the French de of the river, juſt 
above the bridge, as well as love + lines of en- 
trenchments cloſe, to the banks, both. above and 
below the little ranch fort; theſe latter, however, 
ſeem intended to prevent the encroachment of the 
river, for the country is very low and marſhy in 
the neighbourhood. of the city, particularly near the 
Rhine. 
As STRASBOURG is the chief frontier town on this 

L tide 
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fide of France, and the laft I may at preſent viſit, LETTER 
I ſhall be the more particular as to its military el- = 
bliſhment—but that will be the ſubject”? of my next 


letter, 


I have the honour to be, &c. * 
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SIR, | | STRASBOUR'G:. 
LETTER 2 Te: s is the laſt letter I ſhall have the ho 


XIV. ec | 4 4p 
y— nour of writing to. you from France, at leaſt in this: 


ſtage: of our tour, our route to: Italy lying through 
Swabia, and the Tirol. My ſubſequent remarks will, 
of courſe, be more. miſcellaneous, few countries fur 
niſhing ſo: many military anecdotes as this. 

The Duc d Aiguillon is: governor-general' over all: 
the province of Alſace, with a commandant en-chef, 
Marſhal de Contades; There are alſo two lieutenant- 
generals, the Marquis de Paulmy, and the Marquis 
de Vogue: Straſbourg has its own particular go- 
vernor, which at preſent is the Comte de Stainville. 
M. Deſgareſt commands in the citadel. 

When we arrived here, we found the Marquis de 
Logue in the chief command. He is a man of 


known 
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Rnown abilities, and has. Iong ſerved: with; great re- LETTER 


putation. I remember having frequently heard you 
mention him with great regard. At this time he is 


alſo one of the general inſpectors of cavalry. The 
Baron de W urmſer is like wiſe ſtationed here, as in- 


ſpector- general of infantrys.” The garriſon conſiſts of 


one regiment of | cavalry! (Royal. Cravattet) and one 


regiment of dragoons, Colonel-General—and four re- 


giments of infantry: Viz. \ regiment: Noyal, two bat 
talions; regiment d Al, ace, two: battalions ;: regis 


ment d Anbalt (Germans two battalions ;- age the 
Royal Swiſs, two battalions ; ; with one: ſquadron and. 


one battalion. of the Legion de Flandre. Beſides 


theſe, there are two- battalions of artillary. 


Ihe ſchool of artillery: is much boaſted of for its 
excellent regulations. The Chevalien de Haut, uh 


has the principal direction, is a moſt intelligent 
officer. He has four captains immediately under 
him, as aſſiſtants. Colonel de Bonnal has the in- 
ſpection of all the artillery in general; but the two 
lnttalions above-mentioned, (the regiment Beſangon}' 
are under the command of the Chevalier de Fridy. 
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as well as ſmall arms, are kept in excellent order. It 
is under the particular care of four captains, vo” 
ed by Colonel de Bonnal. | | n 

The foundery is looked upon as as wy in the 
kingdom. Three captains conſtantly inſpect the dif- 
ferent operations of the founders, and are anſwerable 
for any defects which may be found in the ordnance. 
Cannon of all calibres are caſt here with the greateſt 
expedition and order. An hundred of the largeſt 


ſize are annually diſtributed among the chief fortified 


towns, beſides many others of leſs dimenſions. 

J found them remarkably expert in caſting and 
boring the guns. The metal ſcems of a much paler 
caſt than what I had ever ſeen uſed. Colonel de 
Bonnal aſſured me the compoſition was not generally 
known. It is tough, and eafily wrought ; very cloſe 
and compact; and bears a high poliſh. I cannot 
help thinking it would be worth while to endeavour 
to get at the knowledge of the exact proportion of 
the different metals, as the French 7 long . 
rience find it anſwer ſo well. 

L had an opportunity of ſeeing the parriſon under 


arms, at different times. The horſes of the regiment 


of 
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hy of cavalry are of a larger ſize * "FP but thoſe” LETTER 
- 4 of the dragoons are rather" ſlight. However, they wn 
both performed their evolutious with great ſpirit and 
activity. The infantvy - conſtantly: nanmuvred with 
their battalion guns. They have lately. adopted the 
Pruſſian exerciſe, which has been much forwarded 
by the indefatigable actioity of Baron de Pirth, a 
Pruſſiam officer, Nee of the regiment GAR 
That regiment is indeed moſt highly diſciplined. 
They are Germans, and a Jarger-bedicd. men than the 
French national e T e * is likewiſe 


an excellent. corps... 
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I have'the honour to be, &6. 
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is under the particular care of four captains, appoint- 
ed by Colonel de Bonnal. x 

The foundery is looked upon as the firſt in the 
kingdom. Three captains conſtantly inſpect the dif- 
ferent operations of the founders, and are anſwerable 
for any defects which may be found in the ordnance. 
Cannon of all calibres are caſt here with the greateſt 
expedition and order. An hundred of the largeſt 


ſize are annually diſtributed among the chief fortified 


towns, beſides many others of leſs dimenſions. 

I found them remarkably expert in caſting and 
boring the guns. The metal ſeems of a much paler 
caſt than what I had ever ſeen uſed. Colonel de 
Bonnal aſſured me the compoſition was not generally 
known. It is tough, and eaſily wrought ; very cloſe 
and compact; and bears a high poliſh. I cannot 
help thinking it would be worth while to endeavour 
to get at the knowledge of the exact proportion of 
the different metals, as the French by long expe- 
rience find it anſwer ſo well. 


I. had an. opportunity of ſeeing the garriſon under 


arms, at different times. The horſes of the regiment 


of 
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of cavalry are of a larger ſize than uſual : but thoſe 
of the dragoons are rather {liphe. However, they 
both performed their evolutions with! feat ſpirit and 
activity. The infantry -conftantly: nanmuured with 
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their battalion guns: They have lately adopted the 


Pruſſian exerciſe, which ' has” been much forwarded 
by the indefatigable activity of Baron de Pirth, a 


Pruſſian officer, major of the regiment "d"Anhalt: © 


That regiment is indeed moſt highly diſciplined. 
They are Germans, and a larger-bodied men than the 
French national troops. The. Royal Swiſs is likewiſe 
an excellent corps. | 5 


I have the honour to be, &. 
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